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Os contemplating the unexpected demise of Archabbot Aurelius is 
there any of us who is not reminded of those words of Holy Scripture, 
“Man knoweth not his own end; but as fishes are taken with the hook 
and as birds are caught with the snare, so men are taken in the evil time, 
when it shall suddenly come upon them” (Eccles. 1x, /2.) But three weeks 
ago the Archabbot whose death we now mourn, set out on a business trip 
to Cleveland, and as far as could be observed, was mentally alert and in 
the best of physical health; he came back to us, too, but he came back 
lifeless. At this time we were in the highest of hopes that our beloved 
spiritual director would be spared to us for many years to come. Almighty 
God, however, in His inscrutable wisdom has taken him, we prayerfully 
trust, to the joys of Paradise. 

He was born in Pittsburgh, Pa., April 30, 1877; and when but a tender 
child, his parents died. Boniface Wimmer, founder of our monastery, 
with that love which he ever cherished for the poor and orphans, admitted 
Aloysius (which is the baptismal name of our Archabbot) to our College, 
as well as his two brothers. A gifted youth, he excelled in all his classical 
studies. Moreover, his unassuming conduct and reserve had captivated 
the hearts of all, and consequently he was invested with the robes of a 
religious upon his ardent wishes. After his religious profession he pur- 
sued his philosophical and theological studies with such zeal that scarcely 
ever was he second to anyone. Finally he completed his studies, and the 
goal of his long-lived yearning was realized; for the day dawned that he 
was raised to the dignity of the priesthood, and he offered for the first 
time with deep devotion, the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. He was or- 
dained December 8, 1899. 

From the very beginning of his priesthood until the day of his ele- 
vation to the rank of Abbot, he discharged the duties of professor in the 
College, and of Prefect in the Seminary; and the surpassing benevolence 
which he impartially showed to all his disciples brought him the highest 
esteem. For many years he was likewise Master of Ceremonies at the 
solemn liturgical services. The result of this work is his widely celebrated 
book: The Manual of Episcopal Ceremonies. 

In the declining years of Archabbot Leander, a venerable and most 
well deserving man of our monastery, the Apostolic See desired that a 
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Coadjutor with the right of succession should be appointed for him. An 
election was therefore held on June 25, 1918, and the members of the 
Chapter chose Aurelius as the head of the monastery by a majority vote. 
The Holy See confirmed the election, whereupon he took over the govern- 
ment of the monastery. 

In ruling the monastic family he always showed rather “the loving 
affection of a father, than the severity of the master” (Holy Rule, c. 2). 
[ndeed, it seemed at times that he feared lest “he should break the bruised 
reed, and while he should aim to remove the rust too thoroughly, the ves- 
sel be broken” (Holy Rule c. 64) for some thought that he acted perhaps 
too leniently. Yet if he has erred, it was not through yielding to evil or 
to lax principles, but because of his great love for his brethren. That he 
himself in his own life “cheerfully received and faithfully executed the ad- 
monitions of his loving father” (Prol. to Holy Rule) is eloquently attested 
to be the edifying constancy he displayed in assisting day and night at 
the Divine Office. 

Rt. Rev. Leo Haid, Abbot Ordinary of Belmont, of happy memory, 
in a speech delivered at the Archabbot’s blessing, recommended to his 
special care our Seminary, to which shortly before had been granted the 
extraordinary privilege of conferring academic degrees in Theology and 
Philosophy. Archabbot Aurelius was mindful of this advice, and took care 
to maintain a teaching personnel which was capable of instilling sound 
doctrine according to the principles of St. Thomas. In addition to this, 
it is he that is responsible for the erection of the new Seminary building 
which is arranged with all possible conveniences for the Seminarians. 

He spent equal endeavors in promoting the advancement of our Col- 
lege. To this end he changed the general plan of studies somewhat, so that 
without abandoning the Benedictine principles which are approved by 
the use of so many centuries, the requirements of the present age be pro- 
vided for, and that an education fully accredited by the State be given to 
those students who attend our College. 

His most difficult task, the establishment of a university at Peking, 
he undertook at the fondest wishes of the Pope. In 1922 His Eminence 
Cardinal Van Rossum sent a letter to the President of our Congregation 
in which he avowed that it would be most gratifying both to the Holy 
See and to himself if the Order of St. Benedict “which had saved Greek 
and Latin literature from certain destruction during the Middle Ages” 
would extend this culture to Chinese fields. The Holy See expected from 
this institution a great advancement in the propagation of the Faith 
among the educated and noble Chinese. 

In consultation with the different Abbots of our Congregation, Arch- 
abbot Aurelius, with that great zeal and interest which he displayed to- 
ward every new movement promising to contribute to the glory of God 
and the honor of our Order, announced his intention of putting his hand 
to the plow. Accordingly, he sent two priests to Peking in 1924 to lay 
the foundation of the University. The year following he travelled person- 
ally to China and purchased at considerable expense grounds and build- 
ings suitable for the projected university. Within a few years since its 
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founding the School has grown so rapidly that the civil government hag 


extended to it all the rights and privileges of a University. The beginnj 
of this Benedictine College hee ed humble, but at the Bresent 
three hundred youths are enrolled there as students. By reason of this 
success the reigning Pontiff, Pius XI, in an audience recently given the 
Archabbot, heaped the greatest praise on him and said “‘that he entertained 
a joyful and well-founded hope of reaping a still richer harvest from the 
Athenaeum of Peking.” May it be God’s Divine Will that this noble 
work, which was so dear to the heart of the deceased prelate, will flourish 
to the glory of the Christian religion. 

e establishment of this Uni- 


The countless worries connected with th 
versity slowly exhausted the Archabbot’s strength and fast wore out his 


keen mind. The same man who so sweetly consoled others and en- 
couraged them, when in difficulty, to hope for a better lot, in his own su- 
preme affliction sighed, “He has led me and brought me 1n darkness and 


not into light.” (Lam. III, 2). Towards the last he was unable to clothe 
he showed a complete and humble 


his thoughts with words, but even then 
submission to the will of God. In His mercy God made ‘the affliction 
of His servant short; on the 12th of February He sent forth His angel to 
life the soul of our Archabbot from its dark prison into the light that 
knows no darkness. 

ed tirelessly in the vineyard of the Lord 


Pray for him who has work 
“for God and his Confreres.” May he rest in peace. 


om P 


THE MAN WHO WINS 


THE man who wins is an average man, 
Not built on any particular plan, 


Not blest with any particular luck, 
Just steady and earnest and full of pluck. 


When asked a question he does not “‘guess—” 
He knows and answers “no” or “yes.” 

When set to a task the rest can’t do 

He buckles down ’til he puts it through. 

So he works and waits; ‘til one fine day 
There’s a better job with bigger pay. 

whenever they could 


And the men who shirked 
Are “bossed” by the man whose work made good. 


For the man who wins is the man who works, 
Who neither labor nor trouble shirks— 
Who uses his hands, his head, his eyes; 


The man who wins is the man who tries. 
—T. W. Gavin 
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